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that from the mouths of babes often comes wisdom.
He told the Kashmiris to tell the emperor that they
would embrace Islam if Teg Bahadur embraced it
first. The emperor at once sent for Teg Bahadur.
Teg Bahadur obeyed the summons and had
reached Agra when he was seized by the kotival and
taken to Delhi. There Teg Bahadur firmly refused
to be converted. He was closely imprisoned. One
day he made his way to the top storey of his prison
and was seen to look towards the south, where
stood the imperial zanana. This was reported to the
emperor, who sent for the Guru and charged him
with a grave breach of taste and propriety. To this
Teg Bahadur gave the immortal answer that years
later was to be the battle cry of Nicholson's Sikhs.
*O Emperor, I was on the top storey of my prison, but
I was not looking at thy private rooms or the chambers
of thy queens. I was looking towards the men of Europe,
who are coming from beyond the seas; for they will tear
down thy curtains and destroy thine empire.'
About the same time three of the Sikhs impri-
soned with Teg Bahadur escaped. His jailors locked
the Guru in an iron cage and tortured him cruelly.
When he was on the point of death, he wrote to his
son Gobind Rai the following couplet :
'My strength is done, I am in chains and I have
no way out.
'Saith Nanak "God is my refuge/' '
To this Gobind Rai wrote the first couplet that
ever came from his pen.
'Strength is thine; thy fetters are loosed; thou hast
every resource;
'Nanak, everything is in thy power; it is only thou
who canst assist thyself.'